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Where has this year gone? The saying that time
passes quickly when you are busy is certainly true for
us this year.
We have had the pleasure to work with many new
groups in the area and others we have worked with
for a long time.
Many of the groups have now benefitted from
Volunteer Buchan training courses thanks to funding
from the National Lottery. Since July over 30
volunteers have received free training in Emergency
First Aid, Food Hygiene and Management Committee
Skills. We plan to run additional courses in early 2019
so keep checking the Volunteer Buchan website and
Facebook pages for updates.
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We have been busy with events too. Some of the new
events in the park, like the Scary Tales at Aden and
the Harry Potter themed “Can you Catch the Killer”
were very popular and will be repeated in the future.
We also held a Community Empowerment Event in
October, if you missed it and want a copy of their
presentations please get in touch.
Finally, we wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and we
are looking forward to working with you in 2019.
Diane, Leona & Alison
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Grieve’s House
A letter from our Chair
As you may be aware Buchan
Development Partnership (BDP) is an
independent,
membership
led
organisation working with communities to
progress
social,
economic
and
environmental community developments
in Buchan.
The support we provide to communities is
free of charge, and we depend on
funding from Aberdeenshire Council,
profits from Aden Caravan and Camping
and other grants for our running costs.
Currently we operate from the Maud
Area Office. This building is on the
Aberdeenshire Council list for disposal, so
our volunteer directors and support
group are keen to relocate to a
permanent location.
We have been offered accommodation
in the Grieve’s House within Aden
Country Park. However, it is in need of
considerable alterations to make it “fit for
purpose”. This includes such things as a
new heating system, replacement wiring,
joinery work etc.
We wondered therefore, if any of the
groups that BDP have supported in the
past, would be willing to make a
contribution towards the costs of
refurbishments. Any donation would be
much appreciated.

2

We realise that many charities /
community groups will not be in a
position to assist us, but rest assured we
will always be there to support you in the
future.
If this is something that you feel you
would like to support, please get in touch
at info@bdp.scot or call us on 01771
613584.
Yours sincerely

Charles Scott
Chair

Raise funds for BDP via Co-op
The Co-op Local Community Fund helps
to support local projects that their
members care about.

encourage families to get involved with
the Friends of Aden to organise their own
events.

Since its launch in 2017, Co-op members
have raised £39 million pounds for over
12,000 local causes. We’re delighted that
Buchan Development Partnership will
now be able to access this funding
opportunity.

We currently work with volunteer groups
in Aden Country Park, which is one of the
most visited visitor attractions in
Aberdeenshire. We aim to involve more
local people in the decision making and
running of events within the park.

How the fund works : Every time
members shop at the Co-op, 1% of what
they spend on Co-op branded products
and services helps fund community
projects. Members can shop at any
Co-op Group stores across the UK to raise
money for your cause.
Members can choose to support Buchan
Development Partnership by signing into
their membership account or by calling
the membership helpline on 0800 023
4708. Buchan Development Partnership
will be available for members to select
until November 2019.
What funds raised for BDP will help: We
will work with volunteers to organise a
series of workshops, training days and
events in Aden Country Park, all targeted
at low income families. These events will
help to increase the knowledge and
confidence of families to develop skills
which are transferable. Families will learn
new skills and games/activities that
benefit their physical and mental
well-being. We will raise awareness of
opportunities
provided
by
local
organisations and services.
We will
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Community Action Plans
Do you need some help to find out your
community’s priorities, get local people
more involved and secure support and
funding for community projects?
Community-led Action Planning is a
well-established method for helping
community members to identify issues,
needs and opportunities in their
communities. It provides a clear process
for identifying where responsibilities for
any actions lie in order to address those
needs.
Buchan Development Partnership has
helped many villages in Buchan to
produce a Community Action Plan, with
communities
delivering
significant
projects including refurbishing village
halls, improving play areas and creating
allotments.
What does it involve?
The Community Action Planning involves
a lot of consultation with the local
community to ensure that everyone gets
a chance to contribute.
If you want to find out more about
Community Action Planning or view
some of the existing Action plans go to
www.ouraberdeenshire.org.uk/yourarea/buchan/community-planning-inaction/community-action-plans/
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Peterdeen
Aberdeen Football Club, along with
Peterhead
Football
Club,
have
introduced the PETERDEEN initiative
which is being led by Aberdeenshire
Council. The programme will see both
secondary and Primary pupils from the
Peterhead area take part.
The Peterhead
Academy
project
involves 16 disengaged and very
challenging young people from S3 who
are being put through an Alternative
Learning Programme. These young
people will be introduced and up-skilled
for different areas of employability. For
example they will complete courses such
as Personal Training, Football Coaching,
Bike Maintenance, Sailing etc. After a
challenging start it is starting to show real
signs of progress.

delivering are making him a very positive
role model for them. We are delighted to
hear the language being used and
reinforced to and by the pupils. They are
now team work focussed, helpful,
encouraging and motivating to each
other which is all very well linked to our
school values. The programme is also
having a very positive impact on better
playground
behaviour.
From
an
organisation
point
of
view, the
engagement
with
Aberdeen
FC
Community Trust from the outset has
been very professional and their desire
and willingness to tailor the experiences
for the children to best suit our
site-specific needs has been much
appreciated.”

The Primary school programme focuses
on pupils aiming to improve their health,
well-being and their performance in
school. We look to develop their
confidence. The programmes in these
schools consist of Breakfast Club, Better
Playground Play, Redstart & Footy Tea. To
date the impact we have had with
targeted pupils has been fantastic and
incredibly positive and we believe this is
making a real difference to the local
community. Meethill Head teacher John
Black:
“We have had very positive responses
from all the staff and pupils regarding the
high level of coaching from AFCCT
coach Ross. The connections he’s made
with the pupils and the messages he is
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Gift Aid

How BDP can help you

What is Gift Aid? Gift Aid allows charities or community amateur sports clubs (CASC) to claim back the
basic rate tax already paid on donations by
the donor. Effectively boosting the value of
any donation by 25%. Essentially can claim
back 25p every time an individual donates
£1 to your charity or CASC.

Is your group a member group of Buchan
Development Partnership? Membership is
free!
Member groups can get support with :
Project planning
Structure and Governance

How does it work? When a UK taxpayer gives a gift of money
to a charity, tax has already been paid on
that money. Because charities are exempt
from tax, they can claim this money back
from HM
Revenue & Customs (HMRC)
and give it to you.
The donor must have paid at least as much
in Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax in that
tax year as you want to claim in Gift Aid.
They must also make a Gift Aid declaration
that gives you
permission to claim it.
Why are some donations not eligible for Gift
Aid?
*donations from non-UK taxpayers are not
eligible for Gift Aid
*the donation was on behalf of someone
else or a group of people
*the donation was on behalf of a company
*the donation was to a family member or
friend doing an event where the charity is
contributing to their costs
*the donation was made in return for goods,
rights or services.

Find out more about Gift Aid at https://
www.gov.uk/claim-gift-aid
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Identifying sources of
completing applications

funding

and

Consulting & engagement
Admin Support (printing and photocopying larger jobs will be charged a small fee)
We can also provide an independent
examination
of
your
group/charities
accounts for a small fee.
Member groups also receive invitations to
the quarterly forums, which are an ideal
opportunity to ‘network’ with other groups in
the Buchan area.
We have also got a variety of equipment
that groups can borrow, for free, including a
projector,
screen,
microphones,
microphone stands, radio headsets and
flasks for catering events.

The Blue Toon All Stars
This Blue Toon All Stars version of the tragic
tale of two star crossed lovers brought an
eager audience to Aden Park on 24th June.
The sun shone appreciatively as this
beautifully directed cast presented a very
moving, open air performance of this
famous, tragic tale of
families at war with
each other, the extreme
passion of early
love and the catastrophic
results. Morag
Skene was the skilled Director and gentle on
-stage ‘Inviter’.

Mintlaw Men’s Shed
Men’s Sheds are a popular feature in many
Scottish communities. There are currently
over 130 in Scotland with several in the
pipeline. On 4
October, the Mintlaw and
District Men’s Shed project took a big leap
forward - a committee was formed and
office bearers appointed.
Although we currently have no premises of
our own, we are actively looking at all
options and are aware that it may be some
time until we have our own building.
Men’s Sheds offer many advantages to
individuals who have some time on their
hands.
Sheds are also recognised as improving
user’s health through positive participation
and meeting others.

A very well rehearsed cast who were
completely absorbed in the text and story,
alongside very convincing performances by
the actors and a careful choice of music
held the audience spell bound.
The wonderfully noisy portrayal of the
Capulets and Montagues’ feud, the tender
Romeo (Philip Summers) and Juliet (Mhari
Leiper) scenes, the able narrators (David
Ritchie and Gordon Bain) combined to
bring this dramatic story vividly alive.
Perfectly authentic costumes completed
the pleasure.

Later in the year, we intend to be consulting
the community on how they might like to
see the Shed develop. Look out for posters
and leaflets advertising a public meeting in
Mintlaw to update the community, answer
questions and, hopefully, to recruit
members.
Sandy Thom, Chairman,
01771 622912 thom25@btinternet.com
Volunteer Buchan has been awarded funding
by the National Lottery to deliver training to
volunteers in Buchan.
If you or your group are interested please
contact info@bdp.scot
Courses will include:
Food Hygiene, First Aid, Management
Committee & Board Skills, Child protection
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Encounter Youth Cafe/Community Connect
Since 2016 Modo have been running
Encounter Youth café in Drummers
Corner in Peterhead. Encounter was born
out a community consultation, that
showed a youth hub was a key priority
and there was a real need for an
accessible, safe and positive place for
young people to go to.
Encounter is located in a data zone that
is in the bottom 0.5% for crime and the
bottom 2% for education and attainment
with many families and children
experiencing
multiple
barriers
to
participation. Most of the young people
who attend do not, or simply can’t afford
to take part in any other extracurricular
activities available in the town.
A high percentage of young people
have behavioural issues that other
groups are not able to cater for. We also
attract significant numbers of young
people from Eastern European backgrounds, many of whom are excluded
from other activities by financial, linguistic
or cultural barriers.
Encounter is open 3 nights a week and
welcomes an average of 60 young people a night. In the last year Modo have
engaged with over 600 young people
and had over 7,500 visits. As the work has
continued, increasing unmet needs have
emerged.
Since Encounter opened Police Scotland

8

have reported a 46% reduction of antisocial behaviour incidents. Encounter has
become a base for a wide range of
youth activities (cultural, creative, social
and supportive) and has built a positive
network of young people.
One of the unmet needs that has
emerged is support for young people. For
some this is simply a table at which they
can do their homework, for others this is
help and support with applying for
college, accessing housing, helping
those whose English isn’t good enough to
understand or to fill in forms or to apply
for jobs.
Another need that has come to our
attention in the recent months is that
there is an increasing demand for young
people in the town who do not have
everyday essentials (toiletries, warm
clothing, jackets, shoes/trainers, school
uniforms and stationary) due to personal
circumstances. In response to an appeal
for these items we have had a good
number of kind donations coming in!
The items are stored in Encounter in
Drummer’s Corner, and can be
accessed any time the Youth Café is
open (Mon 4-8pm, Wed 6-8pm & Fri 48pm), or at other times by arrangement.
Phone: 01779 600 020
Email: martin@modo.org.uk
Facebook:
Community-Connect-Peterhead

Uncovering the Mormond Hill Stag
In July 2017 a group of walkers from
Mintlaw Ramblers set off on their
fortnightly walk, with the intended
destination of the Great White Stag on
Mormond Hill.
The walk started off fine, then the closer
they got to the Stag they found that the
area was not passable, but the
brambles, gorse, nettles and fallen trees
made it an assault course!
Disappointed that they could not reach
the Stag one member of the group,
Doug Simpson, started to look into maps
online and found one that showed a
road but had no idea how to access it.
One long facebook post later appealing
for directions garnered lots of interest
and put Doug in touch with a local
farmer, Allan Moore. Having grown up
on the hill, and having fond memories of
the stage, he was happy to help where
and when he could.
Another commenter put Doug in contact
with LAM Forestry and their Forestry
Manager, Neil Dyson. Over the past year
LAM Forestry have approached the
various landowners and organised
access to the site. They have upgraded
the access road and also weed-killed the
Stag in early 2018.

heather, grass, bracken and gorse over
10ft high in places.
Fast forward to early Summer 2018 and
the volunteers from Mintlaw Academy,
who made a terrific start to clearing the
bracken. Volunteers were on-site most
days, come rain or shine. Doug is simply
amazed by all the volunteers from Polfit,
the Boys’ Brigade, local families keen to
help and even one Australian lady over
here on holiday came to help for a day!

By September 2018 and over 5000
volunteer hours, nearly 99% of the Stag
has been cleared. The Mormond Hill
Stag Facebook page has grown in
numbers and has many photographs
showing the work as it progressed. The
Stag is a fantastic sight to see and
hopefully he stay just as visible as the
horse on the over side of Mormond Hill.

When Doug and a few volunteers finally
made it to the Stag they found he was
completely overgrown with tough
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Buchan Heritage Society

New Deer Public Hall
Performances

Friday 18 January 2019
Burns Supper
Ban Car Hotel, Lonmay
7pm for 7.30pm
Immortal Memory
Mr Bob Forman
Tickets - Members £16.50
Non Members £17.50

We have a regular
programme of theatre
shows/films during the
year .
Please visit and like our
Facebook page for
regular updates
@NewDeerPublicHall
Tickets for shows/films are
available from the
Pharmacy 01771 644217
and
Food For Thought 01771
644366
Or by booking online at
www.neatshows.org.uk

Wednesday 20 February 2019
Open Night
A chance to share your talent in music, song or
verse
Longside Hall 7.30pm
Pay at the door

Wednesday 20 March 2019
An evening of
Music and Song with the
Golden Girls
Longside Hall 7.30pm
Pay at the door

BDP held their AGM at Fetterangus Hall on 19 September
2018. Our speaker for the evening was Neil Shirran,
Heritage Lottery Fund Officer. He gave an overview of
the way forward now that Aden Country Park has
secured more than £1Million as part of the ‘Parks for
People’ programme.
Round 3 of the Shell Small Grants Scheme were awarded
by Tammy Skinner of Shell UK Ltd. Recipients this round
were Cruden Bay Panto Group, Port Erroll Heritage
Group, Peterhead Community Council and Aden
Allotments.

Buchan Development Partnership
Maud Area Office, Nethermuir Road, Maud, Aberdeenshire, AB42 4ND
01771 613584
www.bdp.scot info@bdp.scot
facebook.com/Buchandevelopmentpartnership
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